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REMARKS 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the courtesy of a telephone interview (held January 
22, 2007) to discuss^the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 101. During that telephone interview, the 
Examiner indicated that the Section 101 rejection as to the apparatus claims 8-14, 29-42 and 45- 
46 was being withdrawn. The Examiner further indicated that the Section 101 rejection as to the 
pending method claims was still considered by the Office to be proper. Applicants submit this 
supplemental response to address the patentability of method claims 1-7, 15-28 and 43-44. 

Claims 1-7, 15-28 and 43-44 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 as being directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Applicants thank the Examiner for the helpful advice on addressing 
the Section 101 rejection with respect to the pending method claims. In view of the amendments 
indicated herein, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application and 
allowance of claims 1-7, 15-28 and 43-44. 

The independent method claims 1, 15 and 43 have been amended to recite language 
which clearly indicates that the claims are directed towards a practical application that produces 
a useful, concrete, and tangible result. A review of the Specification indicates that the detector 
56 performing the comparison operation produces a "sensed reflection signal" which is 
responsive to the comparison (see, page 10). Applicants propose amendments to claims 1, 15 
and 43 to recite the generation of a sensed reflection signal based on the comparison. Applicants 
submit that such claim language obviates the Section 101 rejection as to the method claims. 

Amendments have been made to some of the dependent method claims to ensure that the 
claim language conforms with that presented in the independent method claims. 
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Allowance of the application is respectfully requested 

Respect 



By 



JENKENS & GILCHRIST, P.C. 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 3700 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
(214) 855-4795 
(214) 855-4300 (fax) 
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